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MR. SONNENSCHEIN: Hello. My name is Leonard Sonnenschein. I am president of St. Lonis
Children's Aquarium. At St. Louis Children's Aquarium we study the Mississippi River and its effect as a
natural resource on our lives and on the lives of billions of other plants and animals.

| The Mississippi River provides 70 percent of our nation's water resources and its boundaries as a resource

begin in the east in the Appalachian Mountains and in the west in the Rocky Mountain Range. Drainage
to the Mississippi River to the north and south is defined within the entire range of the United States and
all the way into Canada as well. Along the drainage system that supplies this water resource 76 of the
103 operating commercial reactors are located. Most of the shipments of the radioactive materials
designed for storage in the Yucca Mountain will pass through this water resource area.

The potential devastating effects of the gases released from the fission processes of the radioactive
nuclides contained within the waste are yet unknown, What is the process and what happens to the gas
and what gets potentially into the Mississippi River drainage system which will affect our food, our water
and that for billions of plants and animals that live within this water resource range is also unknown.
What would happen if an accident occurred and one of the shipments might fall into the water which
would affect 70 percent of our nation's water resourceﬂlt would be very devastating.

I question the validity of the casks which are going to store these materials and their capability of keeping
the fission products from escaping. My question is what would happen if one of these casks would fall?
Has physical destructive properties been assessed for that type of situation? | My suggestion is that these
casks and these materials should be kept at their point of origin which have already been designed for safe -
handlinﬂ‘_Funhermore,]mnk the best thing is to stop the continuous production of these materials. |

IE after this testimony, and in due process of consideration, the Department of Energy decides to go ahead
with the relocation process, my recommendation is to consider the safety issues associated with the
radioactive material transportation, that road safety and train track safety be tested, shipment timetables
approved. Have considerations been made for weather conditions, road conditions, traffic congestion,
vacation travel?

Further, consideration should be made for the safest movement. If you're going to move these materials
within this area between point A and point B for the transfer of these materials lie 70 percent of our
nation's water resources, an area of water -- and without water there is not life -- that's going to affect
billions of lives at some level. What is considered a safe contamination level for these products
introduced in water resources? |1 would like to formally enter this document entitled "Radioactive
Releases from Nuclear Power Plants of the Mississippi River Watershed," into my testimony, published
by the Nuglear Information and Resource Service, as an exhibit to my testimony. Thank you.
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